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January 13, 2002

Attomney Gemerat John Asheroft
US Department of Justice

930 Permsylvaniz Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Drear Mr. Asheroft:

lam very happy about (he seitlement tht has been rcached between Microsoft and the Depurtment of Justice. The
required changes in Microsoft's busincss practices will restorc fair competition and prevent [uture antitrust
violations, But most importantly, the scttlement will allow the [T industry 10 concentrate on business mow.

The agrecment mandates a number of specific changes. For example, Microsoft has agreed not Lo retaliate against
computer makers who ship software that competes with anylhing in its Windows operating system. Microsoft hus
also agreed to licemse its Windows operating system products 10 the 20 largest computer makers on identical terins
and conditions, including price. In addition, Microsoft has agreed o grant computer makers broad new righis to
configure Windows o as to promote non-Microsoft programs that compete with programs included within

Wingows.

This scttiement is in the best interest of the public and the economy. The recession has had a horrible effcct on statc
budgets and the foderal budget, and it is important that the echnology sector b allowed to concentrate on business
as soon as possible.

Sil:;ely‘, . /:-_: WL’

Wiltlam Slgvens
1645 Mayfair Court
Auburn, Alabama 36830
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